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We are excited to be celebrating Heart-
landõs 25 Year Anniversary!  Looking back 
to June 1984, the times were different, 
but our goals have remained the same: to 
keep child care providers and children a 
priority while carrying out the services of 
the Child and Adult Care Food Program.

With a desire to improve the nutritional 
health and well-being of children, Shirleen 
Piela founded what would become the larg-
est sponsor of the CACFP in North Da-
kota. Named þ rst as Nutrition for North 
Dakota Day Care Children/Southwest 
Central, Heartland Child Nutrition opened 
itõs doors to serve child care providers in 
just a few ND counties.

Progress was rapid and by September, 
Heartland boasted a dedicated staff of 
12, a roster of 169 providers with 1,135 
children were being served. In just one 
year those numbers doubled and within six 
years, Heartland was providing CACFP ser-
vices to every county in North Dakota. 

Providing purposeful support services 
to child care providers has always been 
the mission of Heartland. Following the 
technological and customer service curve, 
child care providers now have access to 
Heartlandõs wide array of advantages: 
Online claiming with Minute Menu, Learn-
At-Home Courses, Spring Nutrition Work-
shops, Heartland Help Booklets, Horizons 
Newsletter, Cooking For Kids Cookbook, 
Streamlined Claim Forms, Comprehensive 
Providerõs Manual, Online E-Newsletter, 
Book-In-A-Bag Childrenõs Activity, Nutri-
tion-inspired Childrenõs Stickers, and our 
most recently, improved, updated and 
re-launched website!

In timely recognition of our silver an-
niversary, our newly designed website 
retains the same focus on provider ser-

vice as our previous site, but incorporates 
a cleaner, simpler layout that allows for 
easier navigation and increased options. The 
new navigation features include an easy-
to-use menu bar. There are fewer pages to 
click through to locate information on the 
site regarding CACFP details, contact infor-
mation, and the enrollment process.

Features of the new website include:
6 New downloadable forms, activities, 

recipes, & newsletters.
6 Improved user-friendly navigation.
6 Easy access to workshop registration.
6 New parent focus.
6 Quick links & information to easy on-

line claiming through Minute Menu.

The new site is packed with useful infor-
mation about participating in the Child 
and Adult Care Food Program. It lists and 
pictures our services and has links to the 
latest updates in the food program.
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